
The Beasts of the Bible 
 

What are the roles and rights of beasts in the Bible? 
 

‘Beasts’ mentioned in the Bible 156 times, in 145 verses. 

 
 
God Created the Animals-and it was good. 
 
Genesis 1:20-24 
 
20And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that 
may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  
21And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  
22And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl 
multiply in the earth.  
23And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.  
24And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and 
beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  
25And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  
 
 
Man Is Given Dominion over the Animals 
 
Genesis 1:27-28 
 
27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them.  
28And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth.  
 
 
Because of Sin, Mans Relationship is Changed. 
 
Up until the fall of man and the curse of Sin and Death entered the world, man and animals were not meat 
eaters but ate herbs for food. 
 
Genesis 1:29-30 
 
29And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  
30And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.  
 
Through the disobedience of Adam and Eve the curse of Sin and Death entered the world and everything 
changed including man’s relationship with the animals.  Genesis 3:9-19.   
 
For the first time an animal had to die-for sin.  
 
Genesis 3:21   
Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.  
Hebrews 9:22  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is 
no remission.  



 
The fear of man is put into animals and now certain animals are given to man for food. 
 
Genesis 9:2-3   
 
2And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of 
the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they 
delivered.  
3Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. 
 
 
Roles of Some of the Beasts in the Bible. 
 
The beasts\animals in the Bible played many roles in Gods dealings with man,  and are given as examples 
to man in the Bible.  The Dove brought Noah the olive branch indicating the receding flood waters.  The 
Ant is given as an example of a hard and prudent worker.  The Great Fish is use by God to fulfill His 
purpose in Jonah to go and preach to Nineveh.  Balaam’s ass was used to warn Balaam and save his life. 
 
 
THE DOVE  { For Signs) 
 
Genesis 8:8-11 
 
8Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground;  
9But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters 
were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him 
into the ark.  
10And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark;  
11And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah 
knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.  
 
THE RAVEN {To Help} 
 
I Kings 17:4-6 
 
4And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.  
5So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, 
that is before Jordan.  
6And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he 
drank of the brook.  
 
 
THE ANT { For Examples} 
 
Pro 6:6-8 
 
8Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:  
7Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,   
8Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.  
 
THE GREAT FISH {Accomplish Gods Will} 
 
Jonah 1:17   
Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three 
days and three nights.  
 
 



BALAAM’S ASS {To Warn] 
 
Numbers 22:21-33 
 
21And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab.  
22And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way for an 
adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.  
23 And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the 
ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the 
way.  
24But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that 
side.  
25And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's 
foot against the wall: and he smote her again.  
26And the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either 
to the right hand or to the left.  
27And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was 
kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff.  
28And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these three times?  
29And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, 
for now would I kill thee.  
30And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine 
unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.  
31Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face.  
32And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? 
behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me:  
33And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me, surely now 
also I had slain thee, and saved her alive.  
 
WILD BEASTS { For Judgment} 
 
Leviticus 26:22  I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children, and 
destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and your high ways shall be desolate.  
 
Deuteronomy 32:24  They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter 
destruction: I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust.  
 
Jermiah 15:3  And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and the dogs 
to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy.  
 
 
ANIMALS USED AS EXAMPLE OF PEACE IN THE COMING KINGDOM- Animals return to their state 
of innocence before the Fall of Man. 
 
Isaiah 11:6-9   
 
6The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  
7And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox.  
8And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice' den.  
11:9They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.  
 



 
Man is to be a Good Steward over the Animals God has Given Him. 
 
Proverbs 12:10  A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked 
are cruel.  
 
 
JESUS SAVES 


